Antigens derived from three different yeast strains of Histoplasma capsulatum (GW and VC used 
The complement fixation (CF) test has historically been the test of choice for the serodiagnosis of histoplasmosis. In the early years of histoplasmosis serology, laboratories independently developed their own strains of antigens for use in CF, hemagglutination, precipitin, and gel diffusion testing (1) . Various mycelial and yeast phase antigen preparations were used, and it was subsequently noted that the CF titers obtained by a given laboratory were influenced by the strain of Histoplasma capsulatum used for antigen preparation (2, (4) (5) (6) . These early studies indicated the necessity of using both a mycelial and yeast form antigen to increase the sensitivity of CF testing, as well as the need for standardization of reagents and test procedure (1 (Fig. 3) are almost superimposable and are symmetric with regard to the dilutional increments. On the other hand, the GW:VC (Fig. 1) and GW:A811 (Fig. 2) curves are skewed to the right, indicating that the GW antigen has a tendency to be one dilutional increment more sensitive than either the VC or A811 yeast form antigens. The yeast form antigens used in this study were prepared in the same manner; however, the antigen suspensions were not tested for their relative concentrations of protein and carbohydrates.
In an attempt to determine whether the variation seen among the different antigens was inherent in the test procedure or reagents used or both, the reproducibility of the CF tests with the same sera and two different lots of the A811 yeast form antigen (obtained from American Microscan and the Centers for Disease Control) was determined. Results were similar to those noted for the GW, VC, and A811 comparisons in that agreement at ± 1 log2 for the two lots of A811 was 96.9%.
Tradition has held that serologic tests should be reproducible within 1 log2 (7). The antigen comparisons indicate close correlation with the above statement. However, as reflected in the skewing of Fig. 1 and 2 , the observed variation may not always be around the mode, thus invalidating the above concept. Wood and Durham (9) have extended the acceptable serologic definition of reproducibility stated above by calculating the estimated reproducibility or probability that multiple tests on the same serum will remain within 1 log2. Applying their formula to our data resulted in a lower estimated correlation than the correlation that was actually observed. For example, the estimated reproducibility for the VC:A811 comparison in the SRL was 85%, whereas the actual correlation at ±+i log2 was 93%. This correlation held Comparisons of the various yeast form antigens in the SRL indicated approximately 4% higher correlation at ±+1 log2 than the same sera tested in the UKL. This was most likely due to the fact that the SRL used automated diluters, whereas the UKL made all dilutions manually.
The overall results indicate that the three H. capsulatum yeast phase antigens studied (GW, VC, A811) give fairly comparable results and that these antigens could be used interchangeably, if desired.
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